Daniel Majchrowicz

Associate Professor, Department of Asian languages and Cultures, Northwestern University
Affiliate Faculty, Department of Religious Studies, Northwestern University

Kresge Hall 4-423, 1880 Campus Dr., Evanston, IL 60208 dmaj@northwestern.edu

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS AND POSITIONS

Northwestern University

Affiliate Faculty, Department of Religious Studies

Associate Professor, Department of Asian Languages and Cultures
Assistant Professor, Department of Asian Languages and Cultures

Université de Lausanne

Assistant Doctorant, Section de langues et civilisations slaves et de I'Asie du Sud

EDUCATION
Harvard University
PhD in the Histories and Cultures of Muslim Societies in South Asia,
Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations

University of Texas at Austin
MA in Asian Cultures and Languages, Department of Asian Studies

University of Texas at Austin
BA in Political Science and Hispanic Studies

AWARDS, GRANTS, AND HONORS

Humanities in Translation Prize
Distinguished Teaching Award, Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences

Faculty Fellowship, Buffett Northwestern Roberta Buffett Institute for Global Affairs

Open Educational Resources Faculty Grant Program for “Zer o Zabar”
Provost Research Recovery Grant

Fellow, Alice Kaplan Institute for the Humanities

Leverhulme Trust Research Project Grant

College Fellow

Searle Teaching Fellowship

Mrs. Giles Whiting Dissertation Completion Fellowship
Fulbright-Nehru Research Grant (USIEF)

American Institute of Indian Studies Junior Research Fellowship (declined)
Cultural and Intellectual Fellow, Dudley House

American Institute of Pakistan Studies Junior Research Fellowship
Florence Tan-Moeson Library of Congress Asian Division Research Fellow
Momina Cheema Memorial Fellowship for Research in Pakistan
Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship for Hausa

Harvard Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Summer Fellow
Foreign Language and Area Studies fellowship for Arabic

South Asia Initiative Graduate Research Grant

Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship for Urdu and Hindi
CAORC Fellowship recipient for Persian

American Institute of Indian Studies Year-Long Fellowship for Urdu
CAORC Panjabi Language Fellowship recipient

Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship for Urdu
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Harvard University, 2014-2015
India, 2012-13

India, 2012-13

Harvard University, 2010-2012
London, UK, 2012

Washington, DC, 2012

Lahore, Pakistan 2012

Kano, Nigeria 2011

Cambridge, MA, 2009, 10, 11

Cairo, Egypt, 2009

Lahore, Pakistan 2009

Austin, TX, 2005-6, 2007-8
Dushanbe, Tajikistan 2007
Lucknow, India 2006-7

Patiala, India, 2006

Lucknow, India, 2005
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LANGUAGES
e Native/near-native: English, Urdu, Hindi o Intermediate: Arabic, Tajiki, Portuguese, Punjabi
o Advanced: Spanish, Indonesian, French, Persian e Beginner: German
WORKS IN PROGRESS

Book Projects
The Woman Who Would Rule Mecca: The Pilgrimage Narrative of an Indian Queen. Expected 2027.

An Ottoman Indian Hajj: An lllustrated Guide to the Pilgrimage from India in the Early Twentieth Century.
Expected 2028.

Hindi: A Global History of a Regional Language. Expected 2028.

Journal Articles
“A Queen Between Empires: Reintroducing Sikandar Begum’s Hajj Narrative.” Submitted to African and Asian
Studies.

“Elite Women and Political Influence in Turn-of-the-Century Hyderabad State.” To be submitted to Modern Asian
Studies.

Special Editions
“A Sea of Languages: Reimagining the Indian Ocean World and Afro-Asian Connections.” Co-edited with Minyu
Zhang for African and Asian Studies. Expected 2027.

PUBLICATIONS
Books

Books in English

A Journey to Mecca and London: The Travels of an Indian Muslim Woman, 1909-1910. Indiana University Press,
Bloomington, 2025.

The World in Words: Travel Writing and the Global Imagination in Muslim South Asia. Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge, 2023.

Three Centuries of Travel Writing by Muslim Women. Co-edited with Siobhan Lambert-Hurley and Sunil Sharma.
Indiana University Press, Bloomington, 2022.

Republished as: Three Centuries of Travel Writing by Muslim Women. New Delhi, Zubaan Books, 2024.

Books in Urdu
Nawab Sikandar begum ka Pahla Niswani Safarnama "Tarikh-e Safar-e Makka": Asal Nuskha ka

Mustanad Tahqiqi Edition [Nawab Sikandar Begum’s landmark 4ccount of a Trip to Mecca: An Cricial
Annotated Edition.] Delhi: Dilli Kitab Ghar, 2026.

Duniya ‘aurat ki nazar men: Mashriq o Maghrib ka safarnama—ma * muqaddama, havashi va zamime [The World
Through a Woman’s Eyes: A Travelogue of East and West”—With an introduction, annotations, and
appendices]. Begum Sarbuland Jang. Ed. Daniel Majchrowicz. Dilli Kitab Ghar, Delhi, 2025.
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Republished as Duniya ‘aurat ki nazar meni: Mashriqg o Maghrib ka safarnama—ma * mugaddama, havashi va
zamime. Karachi, City Press, 2026.

Book Translations in English

The Ajeeb Society. Qazi Abdul Ghaffar. Translation by Daniel Majchrowicz and David Boyk. Northwestern
University Press. Expected 2027.

E-Books
Zer o Zabar: An Introduction to the Urdu Script. With David Boyk.
https://openbooks.library.northwestern.edu/zerozabar/ 2026.

Articles

Journal Articles
“‘Can’t Touch This’: Early Indian Muslim Responses to the Saudi Conquest of the Hijaz,” in the Journal of Urdu
Studies 3, no. 1 (2023): 63-87.

“Malika Begum’s Mehfil: Retrieving the Lost Legacy of Women’s Travel Writing in Urdu,” in South Asia: Journal of
South Asian Studies 43, no. 3 (2020): 860—878.
Republished in Literary Sentiments in the Vernacular: Gender and Genre in Modern South Asia. Ed. Charu
Gupta, Laura Brueck, Hans Harder, Shobna Nijhawan. London: Routledge, 2021.

“Fingernails Torn from Flesh: Intizar Husain, Ram La‘l, and Travel Writing across the India-Pakistan Border” in the
Journal of Urdu Studies 1, no. 2 (2020): 241-267.

Articles in Books and Edited Volumes
“Travel Writing: Expanding Horizons, Transforming Selves,” for the Cambridge History of Indian Literature. Ed.
Francesca Orsini and Whitney Cox. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Expected 2027.

“Travel Writing in Early-modern South Asia.” In The Collected Works of Simon Digby.: Overseas and Far Horizons
1I: Travel Accounts, from Pilgrims to Princes, ed. David Lunn. Primus Publications, expected 2027.

“Debacha [Introduction]” in Dakkan se Dur: Oxford ke Roz o Shab [Far from the Deccan: Everyday Life at Oxford].
Maktabah-e Daniyal, Karachi, 2026. This is a revised and updated Urdu edition of “Introduction” (2022), below.

“Muslim Women Travellers from South Asia to Britain, c. 1890s to 1940s.” With Siobhan Lambert-Hurley. In Muslim
Women in Britain, c. 1860s to 1960s, ed. Sariya Cheruvallil-Contractor and Jamie Gilham. London, Hurst Publishing,
2023.

“Begum Hasrat Mohani’s Journey to Iraq,” in Worlds of Knowledge in Women’s Travel Writing. Ed. James Uden.
Boston, Ilex (Harvard University Press), 2022.

“Introduction,” in A Long Way from Hyderabad: Diary of a Young Muslim Woman in 1930s Britain. Muhammadi
Begum; tr. Zehra Ahmad and Zainab Masud; ed. Kulsoom Husein; introduction, Daniel Majchrowicz. New Delhi,
Primus Books, 2022.
Updated and reprinted as “Introduction,” in 4 Long Way from Hyderabad: Diary of a Young Muslim Woman in
1930s Britain. Karachi, Maktabah-e Daniyal, 2026.
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“Ideological Voyages: Nationalism, Colonialism and Subjectivity in the Works of Qazi Abdul Ghaffar” in On the
Wonders of Land and Sea: Essays on Persianate Travel Writing. Ed. Sunil Sharma. Boston, Ilex (Harvard University
Press), 2013.

“Traveling for Reform: Shibli Nu‘mani’s Journey to Constantinople,” in Journeys. Indian Travel Writing. Ed. Somdatta
Mandal. Creative Books, New Delhi, 2013.

Articles in Anthologies

“Observing the World: Travel and Science in India.” Section editor for Sources of Indian Tradition, 1110—-1707,
third edition. Expected publication: Columbia University Press, 2028.

Review Articles
“The Making of Persianate Modernity: Language and Literary History between Iran and India. Alexander Jabbari.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2023. ” Published in The International Journal of Middle East Studies, 2024.

“lllusion and Disillusionment: Travel Writing in the Modern Age. Ed. Roberta Michallef. Boston: Ilex Foundation,
2018.” Published in the Journal of Tourism and Cultural Change, 2022.

“Traveling to Acquire Knowledge: A review of Islam and Travel in the Middle Ages.” Houari Touati. Published in
Marginalia: Los Angeles Review of Books. May 27, 2014.

“Twenty Libraries in Delhi,” in SAGAR: A South Asia Research Journal. October 11, 2013.

Peer Reviewed Studies and Translations from Urdu
“Nishat al-Nisa Begum: A Travel Account of Iraq and the Hijaz (1936)” in Three Centuries of Travel Writing by
Muslim Women. Ed. Siobhan Lambert-Hurley, Daniel Majchrowicz and Sunil Sharma. Indiana University Press,
Bloomington, 2022.
“Muhammadi Begum: Private Diary (1935)” in Three Centuries of Travel Writing.

“Rahil Shervania: Provisions for the Journey, or, The Travels of Rahil (1923)” in Three Centuries of Travel Writing.

“Ummat al-Ghani Nur al-Nisa: A Travel Account of The Hijaz, Palestine and Egypt (1909)” in Three Centuries
of Travel Writing.

“Begum Habibullah: Impressions of a Journey to Europe (1937)” in Three Centuries of Travel Writing.
“Begum Sarbuland Jang: The World as Seen by a Woman (1910)” in Three Centuries of Travel Writing.
“Maimoona Sultan: A Trip to Europe (1913)” in Three Centuries of Travel Writing.

“Qaisari Begum: The Book of Life (1936)” in Three Centuries of Travel Writing.

“Sughra Humayun Mirza: A Tour of Europe (1926)” in Three Centuries of Travel Writing.

“Navab Sikandar Begum: Account of a Journey to Mecca (1867)” in Three Centuries of Travel Writing.

“Muhammadi Begum’s Diary, 1935 in the South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies, October 2020.

Peer Reviewed Studies and Translations from Punjabi
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“Nur Begum: Manifestations of Light (1933)” in Three Centuries of Travel Writing.

Peer Reviewed Studies and Translations from Persian

“Mahmud bin Amir Vali Balkhi: The Ocean of Secrets of the Virtues of the Pious (1624)” in Sources of Indian
Tradition, 1110-1707, 3" edition. Expected publication: Columbia University Press, Fall 2023.

Academic Websites
Accessing Muslim Lives: www.accessingmuslimlives.org
Resource for the study of autobiographical materials from the Muslim world. Redesigned and enhanced website, active
and ongoing solicitation of new research material. Supported with funding from the Leverhulme Foundation and the
University of Sheffield.

INVITED LECTURES AND CONFERENCE PAPERS
Invited Lectures
“A Begum Abroad: Urdu Literature, Women Authors, and the Imaginative Power of the Travelogue in South Asia.”
Australia National University, October, 2026.

“Travel Writing and the Global Imagination in Muslim South Asia.” United States Library of Congress, Washington,
D.C., April, 2026.

“The Case of the Vanishing Maharaja: Travel Writing and the Global Imagination in Hindi and Urdu literature.”
Rutgers University, February, 2026.

“Ghar di Malika: The Enchanted Life and Quite Rule of Begum Sarbuland Jang, 1876-1957.” University of
Lausanne, November, 2025.

“A Voyage to Mecca and London: The Travels of an Indian Muslim Woman, 1909—10.” North Central College,
Naperville, IL, October, 2025.

“A Hyderabadi Begum in Ottoman Lands: An Indian Woman’s Search for Muslim Sisterhood, 1909-10.” Peking
University, Beijing, September 2025.

“A new Sharifin Town: Early Responses to Saudi Religious Reforms in Urdu-Language Travel Writing.” Peking
University, Beijing, September 2025.

“The Case of the Vanishing Maharaja: Travel Writing and the Global Imagination in Urdu literature.” Peking
University, Beijing, September 2025.

“A Hyderabadi Begum in Ottoman Lands: An Indian Woman’s Search for Muslim Sisterhood, 1909-10.”
Northwestern University-Qatar, Doha, April 2025.

“A Hyderabadi Begum in Ottoman Lands: Travel Writing, Urdu Literature, and the Global Imagination in Muslim
South Asia.” Habib University, Karachi, January 2025.

“Travel Writing and the Global Imagination in Muslim South Asia.” Alwaleed bin Talal Seminar Series in Islamic
Studies, Harvard University, Cambridge, November 2024,

“The Begum who wished to Be a Hanim: An Indian Muslim Woman Traveler in Late Ottoman Istanbul.” Ibn Haldun
University, Istanbul, October, 2024,
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“Travel Writing and the Production of a Global Imagination in a South Asian Print culture.” University of Macau,
Macau, April 2024.

“Seeking Sisterhood: Travel Writing, Asia, and the Search for Muslim Women’s Solidarity in Colonial India.”
Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, April 2024.

“Muslim Women and Mobility in early-Twentieth Century India.” University of Padua, November, 2023.

“If I Could Grow Wings: Travel, Aspiration, and Islam in Women’s Travel Writing in Urdu.” Lausanne University,
November, 2023.

“Travel Writing and the Production of a Global Imagination in South Asian Print Culture.” University of
Pennsylvania, October, 2023.

“Translating Travel: Reading South Asian History through the Urdu Travelogue.” McGill University, Montreal,
April 2023.

“The World in Words: Travel Writing and the Global Imagination in Muslim South Asia.” Delivered at the Lahore
University of Management Sciences (LUMS), Lahore, Pakistan, February, 2023.

“Did Muslim Women Produce Travel Writing in Colonial India?” Delivered at Zakir Husain College, Delhi
University, April, 2022.

“The Monkey’s Tail: Intizar Husain, Partition, and the India-Pakistan Border.” Delivered at the University of Texas,
May, 2021.

“A Tent of One’s Own: Three Centuries of Travel Writing by Muslim Women.” Delivered at Universitas Gadjah
Mada, Yogyakarta, Indonesia, March, 2021.

“Travel Writing in Modern South Asia.” Delivered at the Kaplan Institute for the Humanities, Evanston, April 2020.

“Princes, Politics and Travel Literature in mid-Nineteenth Century India.” Delivered at the Orientalni ustav [Oriental
Institute], Prague, CZ, November 2018.

“Researching Travel Writing in Urdu.” Delivered at the University of the Punjab, Lahore, December, 2017.

“Princes, Politics and the Urdu Travel Account in mid-Nineteenth Century India.” Delivered at the South Asia Series,
British Library, November 2017.

“Translating Muslim Women’s Travel Writing from Asia and the Middle East.” Delivered at the Workshop of the
Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality at the University of Chicago, May 2017.

“Adventures in Travel Writing: Education, Print, and Celebrating the Journey in 19th century India.” Delivered at the
University of Buffalo, March, 2017.

“The Case of the Vanishing Maharaja: Travel Literature and Princely Politics in South Asia,” delivered at the
Asia@Noon lecture series at the University of Buffalo, March, 2017.

“Travel Writing, Princely States, and the Birth of Modern Urdu Prose.” Lecture delivered at the Empire and Modernity
workshop at the University of Illinois-Chicago, March, 2017.
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“Locating the Safarnama: Three Case Studies in Search of Urdu's Lost Itineraries.” Keynote lecture delivered at the
Intra-Asian Travel Workshop, Delhi University, Delhi, December, 2016.

“The Case of the Vanishing Maharaja: Urdu Travel Literature and Princely Politics in South Asia.” Delivered at the
Gurmani Center of Literature and Languages, Lahore University of Management Sciences, Lahore, November 2016.

“The Case of the Vanishing Maharaja: Urdu Travel Literature and Princely Politics in South Asia.” Delivered at Habib
University, Karachi, November 2016.

“Travel Writing and Aspiration in Islamicate South Asia.” Delivered at the Atélier des Doctorants, University of
Lausanne, April, 2015.

“Reconsidering Early Urdu Prose: Travel Writing and Urdu in the Mid-Nineteenth Century.” Delivered at the Atélier
des Doctorants, University of Lausanne, April 2014.

“Urdu Travel Writing in the Princely States.” Delivered at Atélier des Doctorants, University of Lausanne, December
2013.

“On the Path to Victory: Urdu travel Writing and the Imperative to Know.” Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.,
November 2012.

"Writing Language, Reading Travel: Language, Politics and the Urdu Travelogue." South Asia without Borders
Workshop, Harvard University, November 2011.

"Finding Home Abroad: The Safarnama and the Development of a National Identity." South Asia without Borders
Workshop, Harvard University, February 2009.

Conference Presentations
“The Ajeeb Society: Looking for the Ghost of India’s Past in Urdu Literature.” Association for Asian Studies AAS-
in-Asia Conference, Lahore, Pakistan, September, 2026.

“Ajeeb: Qazi Abdul Ghaffar and the Persistence of the Persianate in Late Colonial India.” Great Lakes Adiban
Society Annual Workshop, Evanston, IL, October 2025.

“Is Hindi a Global Language?” Minor Literature, Major Stakes: Hindi’s Political Worlds. October, New York
University & Vanderbilt, October, 2025.

“The Somalis of Aden in Urdu Travel Literature.” International Conference on Literatures and Arts across the Indian
Ocean, Beijing, September, 2025.

“‘A Language of Global Citizenship’”: Rethinking Globalization and the Case of Hindi-Urdu in the Malay World.”
Delivered at the AAS-in-Asia Conference, Yogyakarta, July, 2024.

“Digital Collections and Community Archives: The Modern Endangered Archives Program across Asia.” Moderated
panel discussion at the AAS-in-Asia Conference, Yogyakarta, July, 2024.

“Reading Muslim Women’s Travel Writing in Urdu Periodicals in Colonial India.” Delivered at Worldly Magazines:
Form, Circulation, and Cultural Change. University of Lausanne, December, 2022.
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“Twentieth Century Narrations of Islamic Exchange between South and Southeast Asia in Mecca and Medina.”
Delivered at Spiced Islam and Textual Circulations: India, Indonesia, and the Indian Ocean. Universitas Islam
Negeri, Jakarta, November, 2022.

“A Compartment of One’s Own: Urdu Travel Writing and Muslim women’s Mobility in Colonial India.” Delivered
at the Transit, Traffic, and Mobility Conference. University of Padua, September 2022,

“Muslim Women’s Travel Writing: Rediscovering a Forgotten Archive.” Delivered at the Hakluyt Society Symposium
Decolonizing Travel Studies: Sources and Approaches. University of Warwick, November 2021.

“Ethics and Erotics in 20th-Century Urdu Travel Writing.” Delivered at the Association for Asian Studies annual
conference, Denver, CO, March 2019.

“Finding Love in Damascus: Begum Sarbuland Jang's Travels in the Middle East.” Delivered at the Berkshire
Conference on the History of Women, Genders and Sexualities, Hofstra University, NY, June 2017.

“Learning Arabic in the Hammam: Cultivating Islamic Sisterhood between Hyderabad and Syria.” Delivered at the
Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, WI, October, 2016.

“Platforms of Narrative: The Train Station in Urdu Travel Accounts.” Delivered at the Annual Conference on South
Asia, Madison, WI, October, 2015.

“Imagining the Deccan in Early Urdu Poetry.” Delivered at the twelfth International Conference on Early Modern
Literatures in North India, Lausanne, VD, Switzerland, July 17, 2015.

“Legitimizing Journeys: Courtly Literatures and Travel Narratives in Princely India.” Delivered at the Annual
Conference of the Association of Asian Studies, Chicago, IL, March 27" 2015.

“Armchair Globetrotters: Education, Entertainment and Travel in the Print Era.” Delivered at the Annual Conference
on South Asia, Madison, WI, October, 2014.

“A New Kind of History: Travel Writing and Early Urdu Literary Culture in the Princely States.” Delivered at the
Journeys in Urdu Seminar, University of Texas, Austin, April, 2014.

“Safar Vasilah-i Zafar: History, Knowledge and Power in the Nineteenth Century Urdu Travelogue.” Delivered at the
Annual Conference on South Asia, Madison, WI, October 2012.

“Returning to the Source: Indian Educational Reformers and Travel to the Middle East.” Delivered at the Annual
Meeting of the Middle East Studies Association, San Diego, CA, November, 2010.

“Finding Home Abroad: Travel Literature and the Development of a National Identity.” Delivered at “On Wonders of
Land and Sea: Travel Writing in the Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century” at Boston University, April 2009.

“Divine Sight: The Face of the Beloved as a Metaphor for Godin Classical Urdu Poetry.” Delivered at
“The Face of God in Eastern Christianity and Islam,” Harvard Divinity School, March 2009.

Public Lectures
“The Art of Translation: A Journey to Mecca and London.” Lahore Literary Festival, February, 2026.

“Book Launch: A Journey to Mecca and London.” With Najeeb Jung. Advanced Study Institute of Asia, New Delhi.
February, 2025.
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“Teaching and Studying Urdu Literature in North America.” Habib University, Karachi, January 2025.

“Three Centuries of Travel Writing by Muslim Women.” Lecture delivered at the Faiz International Festival, Lahore,
PK, February, 2023.

“The Forgotten History of Women’s Travel Writing in Urdu.” Delivered at the Karachi Adab Festival, Karachi, PK,
February 2019.

7
“é,t// o,\;"{ L o I# 2 »/I” (“Urdu’s Lost Women’s Travel Writing.”) Delivered at the 11" World Urdu
Conference, Karachi, PK, November 2018.

“Veiled Voyagers: Women’s Travel Writing in Urdu.” Workshop and lecture delivered at the British Council, Karachi,
PK, November, 2018.

“Veiled Voyagers: Women’s Travel Writing in Urdu.” Lecture delivered at the Faiz International Festival, Lahore,
PK, November, 2018.

“Veiled Voyagers.” Delivered at the Festival of the Mind, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, UK, October 2018.

Conference Panels Organized
Jinns, Ghosts, Churails: Haunted Texts and the Stories they Tell Association for Asian Studies AAS-in-Asia
Conference, Lahore, Pakistan, September, 2026.

“Veiled Voyagers: Muslim Women Travelers from Asia and the Middle East,” panel convened at the Berkshire
Conference on the History of Women, Genders and Sexualities, Hofstra University, NY, June 2017.

“Muslim Women’s Travel Writing from South Asia,” panel convened at the Annual Conference on South Asia,
Madison, WI, October, 2016.

“Peripheral Accounts: South Asian Travel Writing from Burma to Bukhara,” convened at the Annual Conference of
the Association of Asian Studies, Chicago, IL, March, 2015.

Invited Podcasts
“The World in Words Travel Writing and the Global Imagination in Muslim South Asia.” Interview and podcast on
New Books in South Asian Studies. December 20, 2024. https://newbooksnetwork.com/the-world-in-words

“Three Centuries of Travel Writing by Muslim Women.” Interview and podcast on New Books in Islamic Studies
Podcast. With Sunil Sharma. October 14, 2022. https://newbooksnetwork.com/three-centuries-of-travel-
writing-by-muslim-women.

“Worlds of Knowledge in Women’s Travel Writing.” Interview and podcast on Asian Review of Books. With James
Uden. June 16, 2022. https://asianreviewofbooks.com/content/podcast-with-james-uden-and-daniel-
majchrowicz-about-worlds-of-knowledge-in-womens-travel-writing/.

External dissertation examiner: Sabeena Sheikh
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