Secondhand Sacred is an ongoing research
project in the critical study of religion.

The central question it asks is: how does
Christian material culture circulate through
secondhand economies?

From September 2024 through June 2025,

Secondhand Sacred is partnering with é B t Dn an
the Marty Center for the Public

Understanding of Religion to curate three % a t r B h
exhibitions. Each exhibit showcases @

materials that have been divested by

previous owners: cast off as sacred waste,
vestiges of lived religion.

We invite you to linger and explore each
display case carefully. Examine how you
respond to individual objects and to the

set as a whole. What do you recognize

We would love to hear your feedback on this exhibit!
Scan this QR code for a short survey. If you have additional

as familial- and what is unknown to g 0u2 questions about the project or the Martin Marty Center,
: please contact Dr. James Bielo, Associate Professor of
What memories. emotions. and evaluations Religious Studies at Northwestern University
’ . ’ . (james.bielo@northwestern.edu) and/or Dr. Emily Crews,
are ev oked? What questlons dO these Ob] ects Executive Director (emilydcrews@uchicago.edu). September 2024 - June 2025 M
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The objects displayed here are both personal and public. They highlight the intimate

telationship between religion and embodiment, and encourage us to reflect on the

social work that is performed when bodies become religious sites. Diverse Christian
- traditions, devotional uses, and physical designs are represented. ‘

“Wearing and Carrying” features 185 objects. These materials were sourced from ; ‘ VIONDER
~second hand sellers in Chicago, southwest Connecticut, and on eBay. Sites include 7 estate : BIBLE
sales, 8 antiques shops, 4 Goodwill outlets, 3 Savers outlets, 2 St. Vincent de Paul stores,
and 3 independent thrift shops.
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You will discover a diverse range of material genres across the two display cases.

Clothing items like a hat, t-shirts, and neckties sit among accessories, such as a watch

and watch fob, a scarf, a bracelet, purses, necklaces, earrings, belt buckles, and 58 pinbacks.
There are a variety of Catholic devotional objects, including 10 pocket shrines,

14 scapulars, and 5 prayer cloths. There are also 31 medals depicting different saints,

from Jude and Flora to Dymphna and Gerard. And, there ate 15 rosaries, including several
from Marian apparition pilgrimage sites, such as Lourdes, France and Fatima, Portugal.




